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point the friends who honoured him, he gave them of his
best And this accounts, in part, for the remarkable differ-
ence in literary quality between his letters to men like
King, and Arbuthnot and Bolingbroke, and women like
Lady Betty Germaine, and his letters to Chetwode and
Sheridan and other Irish intimates who hardly understood
the position which he occupied in the literary world. In-
deed, to the end, Swift's reputation in Ireland rested rather
on his zealous championship of Irish interests than on his
eminence as a man of letters. It was as the Drapier that
he was honoured in Dublin rather than as the author of
"Gulliver" or of the "Tale of a Tub"; and he was fully
aware of it

This leads us to notice the strange aloofness of his atti-
tude to all things Irish, champion of Irish liberty though
he was and rejoiced to be. He never identified himself
with his fellow countrymen in his heart. His relations to
his own University, to Trinity College, seem to illustrate
well this alienation of spirit, which was quite compatible
with a true admiration. Some of his most intimate Irish
friends, such as Delany and Stopford, were Fellows of
Trinity, and he must have known from them of all that
went on in academic circles. But he rarely mentions the
University In his letters, and when he does speak of it,
there is no hint in his tone that he Is speaking of his own
Alma Mater. A very sensible letter to the Duke of Dorset,
then Lord Lieutenant,1 was written at the request of some
members of the College to prevent one of the Fellows
from continuing to hold his Fellowship after he had
accepted a valuable benefice thirty miles from Dublin; and
Swift's intervention was successful. An earlier letter2 to
Lord Carteret was, however, written in direct opposition
to the academic authorities. It appears that the College
had represented to the Lord Lieutenant the desirability of
confining certain Professorial chairs in the University to
the Fellows. " I hope," writes the Dean, " your Excellency
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